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and kindred complaints who are otherwise in fairly good
health. Very few patients are confined to their beds, but
occupy during the day spacious and airy day-wards and in
the summer sit out in the garden and in the recrea-
tion-room. Nevertheless, the committee have from time
to time, on the recommendation or at the sugges-
tion of the medical staff, altered and improved the
sanitary conditions and the ventilation. The members
of the weekly committee in rotation visit the hos-
pital daily, converse with the patients, inquire into any
complaints, and three times a week inspect the meat and
other supplies, also from time to time see the meals served
up and taste them. The mortuary to which reference is
made is very rarely in use, only three patients per annum
having on an average died during the past ten years out of a
total of upwards of 12,000 admitted. The old burial ground
is apart from the hospital on the opposite side of the street.
It was closed and covered over with a thick layer of con-
crete in the year 1849, or 50 years ago, and has not been
used since.

In conclusion, the committee beg to state that the caution
money is paid in and disposed of in strict accordance with
the provisions of the Act of Parliament under which the
hospital is incorporated ; also that one medical man is (and
until recently two were) on the committee and seven others
are members of the board of governors (a controlling body)
which meets every quarter to receive the report of the
weekly committee.

T am Sirs vmira faithfully

T. VAUGHTON DYMOCK, President.
Royal Mineral Water Hospital, Bath, Oct. 26th, 1899.

"CANGER IN WILD ANIMALS."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;In offering a few additional remarks on this
subject I do so in no controversial sense but because it is
desirable that the attention of the profession should be
directed to this aspect of the cancer question, which is an
important one. It may interest your readers to know that
the python to which reference is made in THE LANCET of
Oct. 28th had lived in the menagerie of the London

Zoological Gardens for 15 years before it died there. The

poor thing can hardly be said to have passed its existence
" in a state of nature." Just so is it with Goodhart’s
case of " cancer of the pituitary body of an anubis baboon
to which reference is made in my article. The bearer
of this tumour, instead of delighting himself in his native
wilds, was a well-known inmate of the Zoological Gardens,
having the familiar sobriquet of "George." His tumour is
described as "cancer," but it was probably one of those
"mixed tumours which commonly occur in human beings
in this locality and are now generally recognised as sar-

comatous. A few other instances of sarcomata in wild
animals are cited in my article, but it is doubtful whether

any of these animals lived in a state of nature."
It has always seemed to me probable that cancerous and

sarcomatous tumours may very exceptionally occur in wild
animals, and the fact that no duly authenticated cases of the
kind have been recorded is very remarkable, especially when
we remember how obvious growths of this kind usually are
in large fer&aelig; natur&aelig;. It is just the same with regard to
human savages and we have no definite evidence that
malignant neoplasms ever occur in them. Hence in my
article in the "Twentieth Century Practice" I wrote (p. 302) :
" In a state of nature these abnormalities hardly ever occur.
It is exclusively among domesticated varieties or those that
have been kept long in confinement that they are not met
with." I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Clifton, Oct. 28th, 1899. W. ROGERS WILLIAMS.

*** Mr. Williams leaves the question where it was. He
considers absence of evidence to constitute a negative proof.
Our reviewer thinks otherwise.-ED. L.

THE POSITION OF ARMY MEDICAL
OFFICERS WHO HAVE RESIGNED

ON GRATUITY.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;The War Office, although asking employers of
reserve men to find them employment on their return to
civil life, treat those army medical officers who, like myself,
had to resign on a gratuity very differently. These officers

for the past nine years have been on the effective list of the
army "liable to recall to service," and therefore eligible and
suitable in every respect. Not one, however, has ever been
employed, several having applied. In the Royal Warrant
there is nothing as to liability to "recall to service" for
officers resigning on a gratuity, the medical officers being
the only ones of H.M. Navy or Army so liable. In a great,
emergency like the present surely these officers should have
the preference to civilians, who are paid &pound;270, whereas the
army officer gets &pound;150, a saving of &pound;120. If not employed
why are they still liable to recall up to 55 years of age, and
their certificates still retained at the office ?

I am. Sirs. yours faithfully.

H. G. GARDNER, M.Ch., C.M. Edin,,
Surgeon-Major, Army Medical Staff.

Norris-street, S.W., Oct. 24th, 1899.

"CAMBRIDGE AS A MEDICAL SCHOOL."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Your correspondent has misunderstood me if he-
infers from words of mine that Cambridge tends to "specialise
her teaching and her examinations." The whole dritt of my
address surely was to contrast the specialism of technical
schools with the breadth of a university. As to our examina.
tions it is true that thee, as regards the subjects we teach,
must follow the lines of our own teaching. There is no.

greater misfortune for a teacher than to have to adapt his.
courses and methods to foreign examinations over which h&
and his colleagues have no control. As regards clinical
medicine and surgery we have to examine, no doubt, in.
subjects which we do not teach, but we endeavour, by
appointing some outside examiners and by keeping in touch
ourselves with metropolitan schools, to work in harmony with
them T am Sirs yours faithfully

Cambridge, Oct. 29th, 1899. T. CLIFFORD ALLBUTT.

" THE PREVENTION OF ALCOHOLISM."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I am obliged for Dr. Reid’s precepts on 11 goocl
form," though the very expression sets one’s teeth on edge.
He asks two straightforward questions : 1. Whether I
dispute the fact that the subject of heredity is not included
in the medical curriculum. It is not-luckily. To burden
the already over-loaded student with a subject so gigantic
would be sheer barbarity. Moreover, the study of heredity.
would appear to stifle the growth of common sense. 2.
Whether I will deal with the statement "that if artincial
selection be impracticable, then the only alternative is-
natural selection, in which case every scheme for the

promotion of temperance which depends on the aboli-
tion or diminution of the alcoholic supply is in effect a
scheme for the promotion of ultimate drunkenness." Dr. Reid
would saddle me with the task of confounding this thesis.
In my former letter I made no attempt to controvert any of
his scientific theories or facts. Had I the ability I have not
the desire. Dr. Reid is willing on second thoughts to con-
cede the point (for the sake of argument, by.the-bye and
that his " proposals about artificial selection are absurd."
That contents me. His interests lie " in the scientific rather
than the legislative aspect of the question," mine in practical
result rather than unprofitable argument. The object of my
letter to THE LANCET of Oct. 21st was, pace Dr. H. Laing
Gordon, to lay as bare as possible the wild extravagance
of the notion "that the sexual functions of a drunkard
are to be controlled by a bench of magistrates" 
and to emphasise the dangers that the trial of
such a system would engender. It is deplorable that
so fantastic a proposition should have been made by a man
who, as all his readers must learn from internal evidence, is-
a specialist in his subject. One would naturally suppose
that the object of such an article as " The Temperance
Fallacy might be to serve some useful purpose. One now;
finds, on the contrary, that the writer’s intention was but to-
deliver a sermon barren of any result save the enlightenment
of a benighted profession concerning a matter merely con...
troversial ; that he is pleased to deem the realm of practical
politics of small account compared with the bogey of sciencs
for science’ sake ; and that he is by no means disconcerted
when the culminating effect reached through the application
of his deductions to gross actualities is to land him in a folly.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Oct. 29th, 1899. SIDNEY VINES.


